
The Big Story 
The Fall & Restoration of David * 2 Samuel 11-12 

 
Please take your Bibles and turn to 2 Samuel 11. If you don’t have a Bible, you can find 
2 Samuel 11 on page 203 in our chair Bibles. Now, while you are turning, if you have an 
elementary-age child that you did not send to children’s ministry, you may want to 
reconsider. This morning we’re going to talk about sexual sin, and while there won’t 
be anything overly explicit in the message, there might be some material that you 
aren’t ready to discuss with your child quite yet. As always, I’ll leave the decision up to 
you, but either way, know you’ve been warned. By the way, if you want your child to 
go to our children’s ministry, please go check them in and then hurry right back. 
 
Now, before we look at our text, I want to make an important introductory comment. 
Please listen closely here. I’ve been looking forward to today’s message more than any 
other in The Big Story series. And that’s not because I like to talk about sexual sin. It’s 
because I know that a huge percentage of us are struggling with this issue. I won’t 
enumerate all the ways we are struggling, because that’s unnecessary, but here is 
what’s necessary. What’s necessary is for you to know that my desire today is not to 
condemn you for your struggle, but rather to help you find forgiveness and freedom in 
your struggle.  
 
To put it another way, I want you to experience God’s grace in this area of your life. 
Now, there are likely going to be times in this message where you might not feel a 
whole lot of grace, but I can tell you this is where we are headed, and if you will hang 
in there until the end, I believe you will leave seeing and better yet, experiencing 
God’s grace today. 
 
So, with that said, let’s look at 2 Samuel 11. Follow along as I read. Read 2 Samuel 11. 
 
Now, that’s quite a story, isn’t it? It’s a story that seems more apropos for Hollywood 
than for the Bible. And of course, there is a ton that we could talk about here, but I 
want to focus on four things we learn about sexual sin from this story. 
 
1. The power of sexual sin.  
 
Number one, we learn the power of sexual sin. One of the most important things we 
learn from this story is that no one is immune from the temptations of sexual sin.  
 
Just think about it; up until this point, David has looked like a super-saint. He’s looked 
virtually untouchable. He’s slayed giants, he’s written Scripture, and he’s even been 
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called a man after God’s own heart. And yet, here in this story, he forces the wife of 
one of his closest friends to commit adultery with him and then orders the murder of 
said friend, all while displaying incredible callousness as he does so.   
 
I don’t know about you, but when I read this story I’m left thinking, can this really be 
the same David the rest of the Bible describes to us? I mean, surely, 2 Samuel 11 must 
be about someone else. 
 
Well, unfortunately, it’s not, and so let me tell you what our first response should be to 
this story. Our first response should be sheer terror. This story should terrify us. Why? 
Well, because if this could happen to David, it could happen to any of us. If he could 
fall into sexual sin and then do all kinds of horrific things to cover it up, then so could 
you and so could I. 
 
To quote pastor Bill Perkins, “If you think you can’t fall into sexual sin, then you’re 
godlier than David, stronger than Samson, and wiser than Solomon.”1 
 
I don’t know about you, but I’m none of those three things. Actually, I do know about 
you. You’re none of those things either. That’s means if this could happen to David, it 
could happen to me and it could happen to you.  
 
2. The seriousness of sexual sin.  
 
Number two, in this story we learn the seriousness of sexual sin. Look at the last 
sentence of the chapter. The text says, “But the thing that David had done displeased 
the Lord.” 
 
So, when we come to the end of 2 Samuel 11, David thinks he’s gotten away with it. 
Uriah is dead, he and Bathsheba are married, the baby is born, the cover up is 
complete. David sighs relief, but guess what, there’s a big problem. And the big 
problem is the fact that God isn’t happy with what David has done. The word 
displeased doesn’t really capture how God feels about David’s sin, however. A better 
word for displeased is evil. The author of this story is trying to show us that God 
considers what David has done to be evil.  
 
And brothers and sisters, we so need to hear this word today. We so need to hear that 
God considers sexual sin to be evil, even wicked, and therefore greatly displeasing to 
him. 
 

																																																								
1 https://www.christianitytoday.com/pastors/2001/winter/12.89.html 
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We’re going to look at this a little bit more in a moment, but in chapter 12 God sends a 
prophet by the name of Nathan to confront David about his sin. And in confronting 
David, Nathan points out not once but three times that David has despised the Lord. 
This means that when we choose to sin sexually, we are choosing to treat the Lord 
with contempt. Now, we might not think of it that way, in fact we might not even think 
of it as sin at all, but make no mistake, to sin sexually is to treat God with contempt.  
 
You know, in our culture today, and unfortunately even among Christians at times, it’s 
fairly common to joke about sexual sin. This is especially true when it comes to things 
like masturbation and pornography. I remember cringing during the last Spiderman 
movie while the entire theater burst out laughing when Peter Parker’s friend claims 
that he is watching porn. Today many people think it’s funny that teenage boys are 
looking at porn.  
 
But friends, sexual sin is no laughing matter. God doesn’t laugh at it; he doesn’t shrug 
it off, and neither should we. Sexual sin is nothing less than evil in his eyes, and it must 
become nothing less than evil in our eyes as well. 
 
3. The safeguards against sexual sin.  
 
Number three, in this story we learn the safeguards against sexual sin. Now, we’re 
going to spend a good deal of time on this point, so I urge you to dig in with me here. 
Let’s talk about how we can protect ourselves from sexual sin. And you know what, if 
we’re going to protect ourselves, we have to do pretty much everything David doesn’t 
do in this story.  
 
a. Be vigilant 
 
So, letter a, in order to protect ourselves from sexual sin we must be vigilant. David’s 
downfall begins when he lets down his guard. Instead of going to war and engaging in 
the mission God has given him, he decides he’s going to relax and take it easy. And 
this is where sexual temptation often starts. It’s starts when we let down our guard and 
decide to take it easy spiritually. Instead, we have to be vigilant.  We have to 
continually be on alert. We have to realize that we are in a war, and that if we let our 
guard down for just an instant, it can lead to disaster.  
 
b. Flee temptation 
 
Letter b, if we are going to protect ourselves from sexual sin we must flee temptation.  
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Fleeing temptation has two steps to it. The first step is to do everything you can not to 
put yourself in a place where you will be tempted. The second step is when you are 
tempted, to flee at the first sign of danger. David fails to do both of these things. He 
places himself somewhere he can easily be tempted and then he compounds this 
mistake by failing to flee once he is actually tempted. Can you see this? David’s up on 
the roof in the middle of the day, where he sees a naked woman, and instead of 
running from the temptation he gives in. The modern-day example of this is the 
person who randomly scrolls through social media or the Internet late at night, when 
something comes up and they click, and then click again, and before long they’re 
caught. 
 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer, a German pastor who was executed by Hitler just two weeks 
before the end of WWII, wrote this in his book entitled Temptation: 
 
In our members there is a slumbering inclination toward desire which is both sudden 
and fierce. With irresistible power, desire seizes mastery of the flesh. All at once, a 
secret smoldering fire is kindled. The flesh burns and is in flames. In this moment, God 
becomes quite unreal to us. And Satan does not here fill us with hatred of God, but 
with a forgetfulness of God. The lust thus aroused envelopes the mind and the will in 
deepest darkness. It is here that everything in me rises up against the word of God. 
Therefore, the Bible teaches that in times of temptation to our flesh there is one 
command – flee. Flee youthful lust. Flee worldly temptation. If you’re feeling under 
pressure and on the verge of something – an emotion is welling up within you – what 
does the Bible say? Run. No human being has within them the strength to resist such 
overpowering emotions. 
 
Now, a word to those of us with children. Parents, we’ve got to help our kids with 
these first two safeguards. It’s our responsibility to be vigilant for our kids and help 
them avoid places where they might be tempted. Now, you teenagers, this doesn’t 
mean that you have no responsibility. Everything I’ve just said applies to you. But, 
parents, we must, must, must take the temptations our children face seriously, and we 
must do all we can to protect them.  
 
Let me just speak plainly here. A pastor I highly respect recently tweeted that giving 
your teenage boy unfiltered access to the Internet is pretty much the same as 
throwing a bunch of porn magazines in his closet and telling him not to look at them.  
 
Now, that’s startling but it’s the truth. And by the way, teenage girls face similar 
temptations. This week I read about a study taken in 2008 that showed that 93% of 
boys and 62% of girls are exposed to pornography by the age of 18. And given that 
the study is ten years old, I can almost guarantee that the numbers are higher today.  
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So, parents, I know that restricting your children’s access to the Internet might not 
make you popular, but guess what, your job isn’t to be popular with your kids, it’s to 
protect your kids.  
 
c. Learn to see others as people, not as objects 
 
Now that I’ve made a bunch of you angry, let’s move on to letter c. If we’re going to 
protect ourselves from sexual sin, we have to learn to see others as people, not as 
objects. This is something David clearly doesn’t do with Bathsheba. Instead, he only 
sees her as an object of his pleasure.  
 
I want you to look at v. 3 again. Note that when David asks who Bathsheba is, the 
author very subtly points out that one, she has a name, in other words she’s a person, 
that two, she’s someone’s daughter, and that three, she’s someone’s wife.  
 
And this is how we have to train ourselves to look at every single person we come in 
contact with. We have to see them as people. We have to see them as someone’s 
daughter, someone’s husband, someone’s mom. Mostly, we have to see them as an 
individual made in the image of God.  
 
Let me get a little more pointed. This applies to all men in some way but let me 
specifically talk to young men for a minute. Young men, you have to learn to see the 
girl you are dating or want to date is someone’s daughter, someone’s future wife 
(likely not yours), and most of all as a human being, made in the very image of her 
Creator. Therefore, she is not an object for your pleasure, but rather a sister that should 
be treasured, respected, and protected.  
 
And there are so many different applications we could make here, but hopefully you 
get the point. Train yourself to see others as people, not as objects.  
 
d. Remember the potential consequences of sexual sin 
 
Letter d, we protect ourselves from sexual sin by remembering the potential 
consequences of sexual sin. Now, let me remind you yet again that we’re going to end 
this message with grace. In fact, in just a minute we’re going to turn the page to 
chapter 12, where David will experience God’s forgiveness for his sin. However, even 
though God offers forgiveness for sin, that doesn’t mean that he always takes away 
the consequences for sin. And that was certainly the case for David. Even though 
David would be restored to the Lord, what happens here in chapter 11 would begin a 
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devastating downward spiral for his family and the nation of Israel as a whole. The 
point is, to quote Pastor J.D. Greear, you can be forgiven, but you can’t un-sin.2 
 
One of the things that has been helpful to me in my own personal battle against 
sexual sin has been a list of potential consequences that author Randy Alcorn has put 
together. You can find the full list online, but I want to share a shorter one that I have 
personalized for myself. It goes like this: 

• Having to one day look Jesus in the face at the judgment seat and give an 
account of why I did it.  

• Forcing God to discipline me in various ways. 
• Causing the suffering of innocent people around me who would get hit by my 

shrapnel. 
• Untold hurt to Eva, my best friend and faithful wife. 
• Hurt to and loss of credibility with my dearly loved children. 
• Guilt that is awfully hard to shake—even though God would forgive me, would I 

forgive myself? 
• Plaguing memories and flashbacks that could taint future intimacy with my wife. 
• Being haunted by my sin as I look in the eyes of others and having it all dredged 

up again wherever I go and whatever I do. 
• Undermining the hard work and prayers of others by saying to our community 

"this is a hypocrite—who can take seriously anything he and his church have 
said and done?" 

• Bringing great pleasure to Satan, the enemy of God. 
• Heaping judgment and endless problems on the person I would have 

committed adultery with. 
• Possible diseases. 
• Dragging into the mud Christ's sacred reputation.  
• And most importantly…Grieving my Lord; displeasing the One whose opinion 

matters most.3 

e. Love God more than sex 

Now, this last one leads to letter e, and it’s here that we’re going to begin to see the 
light at the end of the tunnel.  

																																																								
2 https://www.summitrdu.com/wp-content/uploads/sermons/2016/05/17e-The-Fall-of-David-2-Sam-11-12.pdf 
3 https://www.epm.org/blog/2009/Jun/26/counting-the-cost-of-sexual-immorality 
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So, how do you resist sexual temptation? Well, the most important and powerful thing 
we can do to protect ourselves from sexual sin is to grow towards loving God more 
than sex.  

I don’t think I have to convince you that sexual desire is incredibly strong. I know that 
for some of us we are at a stage in life where maybe this isn’t the case, so if that’s you 
just substitute something else here like food or wealth or comfort or whatever. Either 
way, go with me on this. The desires of our flesh are incredibly strong. What’s more, 
they aren’t inherently wrong in and of themselves. Let me be clear that sexual desire is 
God-given and therefore good. However, because of sin, we are constantly tempted to 
fulfill sexual desire in ways that God has not prescribed. And at the end of the day, the 
only real antidote to this is to come to the place where you desire to please God more 
than you desire sex. There was a Puritan by the name of Thomas Chalmers who called 
this the expulsive power of a new affection. What he meant by that is the only thing 
that can drive out the desire for one thing is a greater desire for another thing. In other 
words, the only thing that can ultimately overcome the desire of sexual temptation is a 
greater desire to please God.  

Now, how do we get to the place where we desire to please God more than sex? Well, 
here’s what the Apostle John tells us in his first letter. 1 John 3:  

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of 
God; and so we are. Beloved, we are God's children now, and we know that when he 
appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. And everyone who 
thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure. 1 John 3:1–3 (ESV) 

The key to sexual purity is in seeing, it’s in looking, at the kind of love that our 
heavenly Father has given us. The kind of love that has made us his children. The kind 
of love that has forgiven us of all our sins. The kind of love that will one day make us 
finally and fully like Jesus. And it’s when we see this love, when we are overwhelmed 
by it, not just once, but over and over again, that we will have a burning desire to 
please him above all else.  

You know, I talk about this all the time, but I don’t know if many of you believe me. I’m 
not sure you believe that the key to overcoming sin in your life is looking over and 
over again to what God has done for you in Jesus. But here’s is what I do believe; I 
believe that this has been the key to overcoming sin in my life. And I believe, without a 
doubt, that if you will give it a try it will become the key to overcoming sin in your life 
as well.  
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4. The cure for sexual sin. 

Now, with that said, here’s the fourth thing we learn about sexual sin in this story. 
Number four, we learn the cure for sexual sin. Let’s talk about what we should do if 
we’ve given in to sexual sin. Or maybe I should say when we give in to sexual sin. For 
this we have to turn to 2 Samuel12, where God sends Nathan to confront David. A 
quick note here; we all need Nathan’s in our life. We all need people who can speak 
God’s truth to us, especially when we have sinned. 

But that aside, I want to look at just one verse in chapter 12, verse 13. Look at it with 
me: David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against the Lord.” And Nathan said to David, 
“The Lord also has put away your sin; you shall not die.” 

The cure for sexual sin is found in just two words: repentance and forgiveness. When 
Nathan confronts David about his sin, David immediately repents. He doesn’t make 
excuses, he doesn’t blame Bathsheba, he doesn’t try to wiggle out of it. He owns his 
sin completely. Many Hebrew manuscripts have a space in the text after the words, “I 
have sinned,” which some commentators have suggested is intended to point us to 
Psalm 51, where David gives an extended version of his repentance.4 I’d highly, highly 
recommend that for your further study of what repentance looks like, but for now, 
note the result of David’s repentance: God puts his sin away. David’s immediate 
repentance results in God’s instantaneous forgiveness. 
 
And brother’s and sister’s, you need to know that the same can be true for you today. 
If you will repent; if you will own our sin, God will instantly put it away. And not just 
once, but forever. Here’s what the prophet Micah tells us: 
 
Who is a God like you, pardoning iniquity and passing over transgression? He does not 
retain his anger forever, because he delights in steadfast love. He will again have 
compassion on us; he will tread our iniquities underfoot. You will cast all our sins into 
the depths of the sea. Micah 7:18–19 (ESV) 

I want you all to look at me one last time today. Do I have everyone’s attention? I know 
that some of you have a real hard time believing this is true. Either because you’ve 
been involved in serious sexual sin in the past or in the present, or maybe even both. 
Maybe it’s adultery or pornography or some type of sexual addiction. Regardless, I 
don’t say this lightly at all, but I believe God has sent me to tell you today that he will 
forgive you no matter how you have sinned. If you will confess your sin and give it to 
him, he will forgive you. He will wash you clean. He will say to you, though your sins 
are as scarlet, they will be white as snow. I know that it might sound too good to be 
																																																								
4 Arnold, B. T. (2003). 1 & 2 Samuel. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan. 
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true, but friends it’s not. Listen, God forgave David and then in a tremendous act of 
grace, gave him a son with Bathsheba named Solomon. A son who would become the 
next king of Israel and through whom one day the ultimate king would come, Jesus 
Christ. So, listen, if God could forgive and restore David, then he can forgive and 
restore you. And he will if you will repent and turn to him. 

Right now, across all of our campuses I want to invite you to close your eyes and bow 
your head. We’re going to close the message out a little differently today. In just a 
moment our worship teams are going to come and play while we give you a little time 
to do business with God. And so, as they play, I want you to consider how you should 
respond. I’m sure there are many different ways you could, but perhaps for most of us 
it starts with owning our sin and asking God for his forgiveness. Perhaps for others it’s 
making a commitment to placing better safeguards in our lives. And maybe still for 
others it means starting to take sexual sin more seriously. Regardless of what it is for 
you, we all have things we can apply from this message, and so let’s do so right now. 

	

 
 


