
not followed, toys not shared, or snacks requested a few 
too many times. One night specifically, I was reminded 
how I should pray. One particular child was having a rough 
time, failing to follow directions and rough-housing more 
than we liked. So I asked for a volunteer to pray, and one 
boy eagerly offered. He began praying like this: “God, 
please help the little boy wearing the blue shirt with the 
stripes who is talking right now and being mean. Help him 
to listen and not hurt people. That boy hit me earlier and 
that wasn’t nice. Please make him be nice. Oh, and bless 
this snack. Amen.” We witnessed this child’s passionate, 
honest prayer for another child. Later, I asked myself if I 
was praying for my strained relationships in such a way. 
Was I asking God expectantly to work and change hearts 
the way only God can? Was I embarrassed or unwilling to 
pray like this little boy?

Although preschoolers can be challenging, we’re getting 
so many opportunities to plant gospel seeds, and we’re 
getting to speak truths that will root themselves deeply 
as these little ones learn to experience God’s love and 
faithfulness. I am excited to continue to witness these 
young hearts be captured and transformed by the truths 
of the Gospel!

     Reba Landon | Preschool leader

I’m notorious for having a horrible memory when it comes 
to basically anything that’s happened before yesterday, 
but I don’t think I’ll ever forget what it’s like to be a high 
school student. It can be hard work! You’re figuring out 
who you are and what it means to follow Jesus—often 
times in a school environment in which those discoveries 
face opposition. High school is also a season where you 
may start to see some of the ugliness of your own sin more 
clearly and understand what Jesus did on the cross more 
deeply. It’s a beautiful, messy time.

With that in mind, I was nervous to be a youth leader, 
wondering if I was at all qualified to help lead these young 
people! And of course I wasn’t qualified, but God is gracious 
and he had a lot to teach us this year.  As we walked through 
Romans, we were humbled by our sin, overwhelmed by his 
grace, and challenged to seek to know Christ more. Our 
goal in seeking God isn’t to make him happy with us, to 
win his approval, or to be a “good Christian”. Rather, it’s to 
know him more deeply in order to better understand the 
gospel so that we’ll more effectively glorify Him. 

I’m so humbled and thankful for this youth group and for 
the opportunity I had to serve and learn from them this 
past school year, and I look forward to the year ahead. It’s 
good to remember that while the youth of our church 
need us in their spiritual journeys, we definitley need them 
in ours as well.

     Mica Frey | 10th grade leader

It’s easy to look back and say that my years in Children’s Ministry have given 
me so much joy. It is absolutely true! God has grown me in His truth through 
the preparation and teaching of His word to various ages of children. The kids 
have often shown me what it means to simply trust. 

I reflect on the past year of TIED and remember the ways God has worked in 
these kids. It’s amazing! But it is not without challenges and personal struggle.

Galatians 6:9–10 tells us, “So we must not grow weary in doing good, for in 
due time we will reap, if we do not give up. So then, whenever we have an 
opportunity, let us do good to all people, and especially to those who belong 
to the family of faith.”

This chapter of Galatians teaches us to care for one another in the truth of 
God’s Word and through His Spirit; to do good to one another and to not 
grow weary. In God’s timing, we will reap a harvest.

Children’s Ministry is a fertile field that God has called me to. The work there 
can be difficult and often exhausting, but Scripture tells me, don’t “grow 
weary” or “give up”. The good we do is unto the family of faith.

It is this truth that energizes and inspires me in this call to Children’s Ministry, 
prayerfully and humbly sowing in Spirit and Truth.

     Amy Whitaker | 5th grade leader

What a blessing it was to serve in the preschool room at TIED last year. 
Preschoolers challenged my stamina, my language deciphering skills, and 
my knowledge of animals. And of course, they challenged me to reflect on 
my patience. There was screaming and tears alongside much joy, learning, 
and laughter.

Preschoolers have a way of teaching us. I was reminded of this with up-close 
and personal examples of my own sinful, selfish heart when directions were 
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R E F L E C T I O N S
Here are a few, school year reflections from different leaders 
who served in TIED and Strive this past year. The 2019/2020 year 
kicks off next month on September 4th!



MEET LEADERSHIP
Meet Jeremiah and Reba Landon! Jeremiah is currently the Executive Assistant and Fort Madison Campus 
Worship Leader, and Reba serves as the Fort Madison Children’s Ministry Coordinator and Campus Assistant. 
Our Fort Madison campus has experienced tremendous growth this past year, and we are so thankful for 
the Landons’ ministry! With this growth, Jeremiah will be transitioning into a new role this month as the Fort 
Madison Campus Assistant Director and will continue to serve as the Worship Leader.

Jeremiah and Reba have been married for 5 years and have one son, Harvey (1). They love music, spending 
time with family, and watching sports—especially college football and basketball. Jeremiah roots for the 
Iowa Hawkeyes while Reba shows up for the good food and company!

EVENT RECAP
DANVILLE  WORK DAY

STAFF UPDATES
As you’ll read in the “Meet Leadership” section, 
Jeremiah  Landon is transitioning into the role of 
Fort Madison Campus Assistant Director this month! 
His new duties will include shepherding, facility 
management, and ministry oversight; specifically 
youth ministry. 

On August 5, Gem Quam is joining staff as the Office 
Manager and Executive Assistant! Gem’s primary 
duties will be assisting our senior leadership and 
managing the administrative assistants.

On July 15, Bo Brockett joined staff as the Assistant 
Director of Facilities! Bo’s primary duty will be 
managing the Burlington Campus facility, along with 
assisting Dennis in the overall management of our 
facilities.

We are excited to add these gifted individuals to 
our staff as we seek to bring glory to God by being 
disciples and making disciples of Jesus Christ!

KEEP UP WITH HARMONY THROUGHOUT THE MONTH!
instagram: @harmonybiblechurch                 facebook.com/harmonybible                 mobile app: Text HARMONYBIBLE APP to 77977     

We had 46 people out on July 13 helping repair, update, clean, and 
maintain our Danville facility! We want to continue to steward the 
good gifts God has given to Harmony Bible Church, and the Danville 
facility needed some care! We were able to gut Room 100 for future 
renovation, restain the playground, sand and repaint all exterior 
handrails and doors, clean vents, install office cabinetry, and much 
more! Thank you to everyone who came out and served. This won’t be 
the last workday, so keep your eyes peeled for the next one!

LOOKING AHEAD
AUGUST

18

4

BURLINGTON YOUTH:
PARENT MEETING
BURLINGTON CAMPUS, 12:30–1:30 p.m.

BURLINGTON YOUTH:
LEADER INFO MEETING
BURLINGTON CAMPUS, 12:30–1:30 p.m.

SUN.

SUN.

More event details can be found at 
harmonybiblechurch.org/events


