
SERVING ONE ANOTHER
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Meet Clay Baker! Clay is the 
Burlington Campus Pastor 
and has been on staff with 
Harmony for just over two 
years. Clay and his wife, Olivia, 
have three boys: William (5), 
George (3), and James (1). Clay 
and Olivia grew up together 
in Mediapolis and both grad-
uated from the University of 
Iowa. After practicing law for 
a few years in Burlington, Clay 
is thrilled to be ministering to 
people in his hometown area 
and serving the Lord through 
Harmony!
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One of my earliest church memories takes place in a Sunday School class many years ago. My 
memory isn’t of a specific Bible lesson, but rather of a different kind of lesson I was taught that day. 
My earliest memory of church is of the time someone taught me how to color.

You see, I was a smoosher. I was the kid that pressed down as hard as possible on the crayon to make 
sure the color came in nice and thick. That day, one of our teachers, Mr. Carlton, sat down at our little 
table and initiated a discussion about the proper way to color—probably horrified at my technique. 
He taught a better way that would help us stay in the lines, prolong the life of the crayons, and save 
our hands from cramping.

You may be wondering why I would share this with you, but you see, this memory isn’t about devel-
oping a new skill. It’s about the individual who took the time to serve me in this way, in turn reflect-
ing the love of Christ. 

With that simple gesture, Mr. Carlton became a man I could trust. I couldn’t articulate it at the time, 
but that short interaction made me realize that Mr. Carlton cared for me—not because it was his 
role as a Sunday School teacher, but just because he did. He didn’t teach me how to color for his 
own gain, but because he knew it would help me. 

The value of serving one another in small acts like this is an underestimated part of church life. 

It’s often easy to participate in programs, classes, and events without really devel-
oping relationships with those around us. It’s easy to come and go, get through 
content, and do spiritual things with each other, all the while overlooking the real 
needs in the lives of those around us. By showing me he cared for me, Mr. Carlton 
became someone I could look up to and trust. He was someone I could listen to 
and follow. 

Galatians 5:13 says, “Do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but 
through love serve one another.” Serving ourselves often gets in the way of our 
service to others, doesn’t it? We want what we want. We can get so caught up in 
our wants that we don’t notice the opportunities to serve others. And there are 
many ways to serve one another. Mr. Carlton served me that Sunday morning a 
long time ago; it wasn’t a big deal, but it is something I have never forgotten. 

Are you serving those around you? Or are you rushing to the next thing? Maybe 
you could be that individual who makes a lasting impact on a young person by 
serving faithfully in our children’s ministry. Or what about Strive—serving our 
teenagers? You could love on those at the Maple Leaf or at Kayla’s Cupboard. 
Perhaps you would be gifted at visiting shut-ins or those in nursing homes. If you 
don’t know how to start serving in some way, talk to your Campus Pastor or an 
elder. Let’s make a habit as a church family of slowing down, looking around us, 
and seeing the needs of others.

        Andrew Wiese | Fort Madison Campus Pastor



As we wrap up the final year of our 3 
year Multiply Campaign, we are excited 
at how God has provided through you 
already, and excited to see how he 
is going to provide through you in the 
coming months! About 2 years ago, we 
had 3.6 million dollars committed by 
350+ families, to provide permanent 
locations for our Burlington and Fort 
Madison campuses. We are currently 
on track to get about 3.7 million in total 
donations. This is great news because 
it means it will leave us with only 1.5 
million left to completely pay off the loan 
to purchase and remodel the 2 campuses! 
While this may seem like a large loan, this 
analogy might help put it in perspective:

A 1.5 million dollar loan for Harmony, is 
equivalent to a family with a household 
income of $50,000, having a house loan 
for $25,000. The dollar amount of our 
loan is bigger, but with a yearly budget of 
almost 3 million, the ratios are the same!

If you have questions, I’d be happy to 
answer them. If you didn’t initially make a 
Multiply campaign commitment, or have 
joined our church in the past 2 years, I 
would love to talk with you about how 
you can be involved!

Tim Svoboda | Executive Director of Operations
tims@harmonybiblechurch.orgM
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KEEP UP WITH HARMONY THROUGHOUT THE MONTH!
instagram: @harmonybiblechurch                 facebook.com/harmonybible                 mobile app: Text HARMONYBIBLE APP to 77977     

MINISTRY
HIGHLIGHT

Investing in young people who eagerly embrace truth. Capturing little hearts 
with the beauty of the gospel. Passing faith on to the children entrusted to us.  
That’s what we as leaders and teachers and a small army of volunteers are called to 
in children’s ministry. But what about the church as a whole?  

Teaching the works of the Lord to the next generation is a command given to God’s 
people collectively—to the community of believers as a whole. In Deuteronomy 
6, when Israel is called to know and love the one true God with all of their hearts, 
souls, and might—to wholeheartedly follow Him and diligently raise up future 
generations to do the same—that command is given to all of the people of God.

While parents are undoubtedly the primary disciplers of children, an entire commu-
nity of believers is needed to faithfully make disciples of the next generation.  

As brothers and sisters in Christ, we must come alongside parents, offering encour-
agement, lending support, and providing accountability. As the people of God, we 
must bear with parents when things are difficult and celebrate with them when 
they see God moving in their kids’ lives. As fellow believers, we must provide 
supplemental voices, pouring out truth, teaching the works of the Lord, and testi-
fying of His goodness. 

“Hear, O Israel!” is the plea that preceded Moses’ urgent reminder to reach the next 
generation. “Israel” is the church. “Israel” is 
you and me.  

So let’s BE the hands and feet of Jesus… 
laying strong foundations, building 
meaningful relationships, and modeling 
for kids what it looks like to faithfully walk 
with Jesus in every stage of life.

Let’s BE on our knees in prayer… praying 
kids would come to faith, be transformed, grow into faithful disciples. 

And let’s BE the church…remembering always that the church is not a building; it 
is the very family of God.

Psalm 78:4, 6–7: “We will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the 
Lord, His power, and the wonders He has done… so the next generation would 
know them, even the children yet to be born, and they in turn would tell their chil-
dren. Then they would put their trust in God and would not forget His deeds but 
would keep His commands.” (NIV)

INVITATION: HARMONYkids offers gospel-centered ministry for kids age 0–5th 
grade on Sundays at all campuses and Wednesdays in Danville! Please see our 
website for additional service information. 

LOOKING AHEAD
MARCH

10

13

23

23

MERGE
AT THE BURLINGTON CAMPUS,  
6:30–7:30 p.m.

NO WEDNESDAY NIGHT
ACTIVITIES
DANVILLE CAMPUS

GUATEMALA SPRING
TRIP LEAVES
GUATEMALA TEAM, MAR. 23–30

LIBERATE
AT THE BURLINGTON CAMPUS,
8:30 a.m.–12 p.m.

SUN.

WED.

SAT.

SAT.

31
5TH SUNDAY
ALL CAMPUSES

SUN.

More event details can be found at 
harmonybiblechurch.org/events

MISSION STATEMENT: IN PARTNERSHIP WITH THE PARENTS AND MEMBERS 
OF HARMONY BIBLE CHURCH, HARMONYKIDS EXISTS TO RAISE UP 

A GENERATION THAT LOVES JESUS, WORSHIPS GOD, AND LIVES ON 
MISSION FOR HIM.  WE DESIRE TO TEACH OUR CHILDREN IN SUCH A WAY 
THAT THEIR HEARTS ARE CAPTIVATED BY WHO GOD IS AND WHAT HE HAS 

DONE, AND THEIR LIVES ARE TRANSFORMED AS A RESULT. 

https://www.instagram.com/harmonybiblechurch/
http://facebook.com/harmonybible
https://www.harmonybiblechurch.org/kids
https://www.harmonybiblechurch.org/kids
http://harmonybiblechurch.org/events

