
because He doesn’t already know 
them, but because He wants us to 
recognize our dependence on Him. 1 
Peter 5:6-7 (ESV) says, “Humble your-
selves, therefore, under the mighty 
hand of God so that at the proper 
time he may exalt you, casting all 
your anxieties on him, because he 
cares for you.” 

These verses show the connection 
between humility and asking. When 
we ask God for the things that are 
troubling us, we are recognizing our 
own inability to fix or accomplish 

them. God doesn’t want us to 
say, “I’ve got this.” He wants us 
to say, “Lord, take this.” And we 
can have confidence that He 
will—maybe not in our timing 
or in the way we expect, but 
He will—because He is good, 
and He cares for us.

For God, none of our prob-
lems is too big or too small. 
He wants to hear from us. He 
sent His Son, Jesus, to give His 

life so that we might have a relation-
ship with Him. That’s how much He 
wants to hear from us. Let’s humble 
ourselves under His mighty hand, 
casting all our anxieties on Him, and 
then let’s open our eyes to see just 
how much He cares for us.

        Clay Baker | Burlington Campus Pastor

One recent evening, my oldest son, William 
(age 5), was disappointed that our beloved Iowa 
Hawkeyes had lost a basketball game. William 
always wants to be on the winning team, so he 
was struggling. His younger brother, George 
(age 3), was having no such trouble, declaring 
himself a Cyclone fan (blasphemy!) and 
taking great pleasure in needling his 
older brother (and his dad). The two 
boys tussled a bit, which ended when 
George accidentally scratched Will, 
drawing one tiny drop of blood on his 
upper lip.

That night at bedtime, William prayed 
the following: “Dear God, when I get 
older and play sports, please help 
me win every single game. And help 
Georgie never hurt me again.” George 
followed with: “Dear God, when I get older and 
play sports, please help Will lose every single 
game.” When George gets going, he never lets 
up!

As pathetic as those prayers were, they reminded 
me of something God has been teaching me 
through our recent A Praying Life sermon series 
and the Paul Miller book of the same name: God 
wants to hear from us. Big or small, God wants 
us to share what’s on our hearts and to ask Him 
to help.
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So often I do not ask God for the little 
things, even if they are occupying my 
thoughts or emotions. I don’t ask Him 
to help me accomplish the task that I 
really want to get done that day.  I don’t 
ask Him to help my kids behave at a 
restaurant. Those things seem too small 
to bring to God (though they’re not too 
small for me to worry about).

At the same time, I often fail to ask God 
for the big things. There are all sorts of 
things I care deeply about—genera-
tional poverty, racial inequality, people 
in my life who don’t know Jesus or aren’t 

growing in Him, etc.—which I don’t offer 
to God because I’ve come to believe that 
those things aren’t going to change. “It 
is what it is,” as we like to say. Without 
realizing it, I’ve let cynicism seep into 
my heart and blind me to the reality that 
there is a God who is all-powerful and 
all-loving, and He cares about the things 
that are troubling me.

God wants to hear about the things that 
are on our hearts—big or small—not 

JUST ASK!
BY CLAY BAKER

MEET LEADERSHIP
Meet Andrew Wiese! Andrew is the Fort Madison Campus Pastor. He joined Harmony staff 
in 2012 and has been a part of the Fort Madison community since 2007. Andrew and his 
wife, Amy, are approaching 12 years of marriage and have 4 children: Oliver (8), Emmerson 
(6), Oakley (4), and Ivy (1). Andrew enjoys spending time with his family, playing games, 
reading, and disc golfing! 

“ GOD WANTS TO HEAR 
FROM US. BIG OR SMALL, 

GOD WANTS US TO SHARE 
WHAT’S ON OUR HEARTS 

AND TO ASK HIM TO HELP.”



LOOKING AHEAD
APRIL

13

14

14

17

SECOND SATURDAY
FORT MADISON CAMPUS, 8 a.m.

FOSTER CARE/SAFE
FAMILIES POTLUCK
BURLINGTON CAMPUS, 12:30–2:30 p.m.

PARENT CHILD DEDICATION 
DINNER/CLASS
BURLINGTON CAMPUS, 5–7 p.m.

NO WEDNESDAY
NIGHT ACTIVITIES
DANVILLE CAMPUS

SAT.

SUN.

SUN.

WED.

19

21

21

26

28

GOOD FRIDAY
ALL CAMPUSES, 7 p.m.

EASTER
ALL CAMPUSES, 8:30 a.m. + 10:30 a.m.

NO STRIVE
BURLINGTON CAMPUS

SECRET CHURCH
BURLINGTON CAMPUS, 6 p.m.–12 a.m.

MEMBERSHIP CLASS LUNCH
ALL CAMPUSES, 12:30–4 p.m.

FRI.

SUN.

SUN.

FRI.

SUN.

More event details can be found at 
harmonybiblechurch.org/events

Pick up some Good Friday + Easter invitations at Harmony 
Central to give out to friends, family, and neighbors!

REGIONAL BIBLICAL COUNSELING TRAINING
Sept. 20–21, Oct. 18–19, Nov.15–16, 2019

Harmony Bible Church, Burlington Campus
Register at faithlafayette.org/burlington

KEEP UP WITH HARMONY THROUGHOUT THE MONTH!
instagram: @harmonybiblechurch                  facebook.com/harmonybible                 mobile app: Text HARMONYBIBLE APP to 77977

Do you have a desire to help people who need help? Have you ever struggled 
to know how to go about helping them? Faith Biblical Counseling Ministries has 
equipped thousands of ministry leaders, pastors, and missionaries for more than 
35 years. In 2019, they are partnering with us here at Harmony Bible Church to offer 
this training in Burlington, IA. Mark your calendars!

This regional training program will provide you with additional materials and 
expertise to help you help others have victory over difficult or challenging life 
situations. The heartbeat of both FBCM and Harmony Bible Church is the ongoing 
training of people just like you—people who desire to point hurting people to 
Jesus through the revelation found in His Word.

“I’m extremely encouraged by what God is doing to bring healing to individ-
uals, marriages, and families through Biblical Counseling. Our leadership has 
experienced firsthand the blessing of watching people’s lives be transformed 
through this ministry; a ministry that seeks to address the struggles people 
face with the Word of God. We cannot bring about transformation on our own; 
it requires a God-empowered change. Therefore, we envision an entire region 
impacted by the power of the Holy Spirit one family at a time, one marriage 
at a time, and one person at a time. In order for this to happen, we believe 
that Christians must be equipped to disciple others with the powerful truth of 
Scripture. The Word of God is active and powerful, and as it is applied to individ-
ual lives, the Holy Spirit does His transforming work. I hope you are able to join 
us at to learn how you can become a more faithful disciple and disciple maker.”

       — Chris Carr | Lead Pastor

EVENT
HIGHLIGHTS

PICK UP INVITATIONS IN THE FOYER AND INVITE YOUR FRIENDS!

LOOK FOR A PAMPHLET ABOUT THIS IN THE FOYER!


