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“Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who 

were before you.” - Matthew 5:12

5:1-12
MATTHEW

• Matthew 5:1-12 begins Jesus’ famous “Sermon on the Mount”. this passage is the first major section of JEsus’ teach-
ing presented in the Gospel of Matthew. what is significant about Matthew starting with Jesus’ teaching of the 
Beatitudes?

• How do The BEatitudes in Matthew 5:3-11 present a radically different and new perspective of the “blessed”? How 
does this view challenge our typical idea of the “blessed”?

• Considering Matthew 5:12 at the end of the Beatitudes. What is the focus or ‘end goal’ of this radical perspective 
that Jesus Presents? Why is this focus critical to perseverence of Believers?

• On Sunday, Pastor Chris taught us how the Beatitudes describe what it means to be a christian. Chris presented us 
with the “8 marks of a christian”. Which of these 8 marks stand out the most to you and why? 

The 8 Marks: 1) A Christian recognizes their spiritual poverty; 2) A Christian mourns over their sin; 3) A Christian is 
Meek; 4) A Christian hungers and Thirsts for righteousness; 5) A Christian is merciful; 6) A Christian is single-minded 
in devotion to God; 7) A Christian is a peacemaker; and 8) a Christian is persecuted for following Jesus.)

• These 8 marks of a Christian are all paired with a blessing. What are these blessings of being a disciple of Christ? 
How do these blessings overcome the persecution and challenges that come with following Jesus?

• Which of the 8 marks of a Christian presented in the Beatitudes do you struggle with the most? What steps can you 
take to work on this area in your life and pursue God’s Blessings and promises? As a group discuss Scripture that 
may encourage and help you focus on God’s Truth in your area(s) of struggle.

• Read 1 Peter 2:20-21. How does this passage and MAtthew 5:1-12 encourage us to endure suffering and persecution? 
Share an area of suffering or persecution in your life. take time to pray for one anothers struggles.

• What do you plan to apply (or change) this week and how can we hold each other accountable?

Pray that the 8 marks of a christian would be true in our lives. Pray that we would be bold witnesses as ambassadors 
of Christ. Pray for perseverence through trials or persecution that you might face because of following JEsus. Pray 
for the persecuted church around the world that lives out these verses daily.


