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“In those days john the baptist came preaching in 
the wilderness of judea, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven is at hand’” - Matthew 3:1-2

3:1-12
MATTHEW 

• Read both Matthew 3:1-4 and Isaiah 40:1-5. How does John the Baptist fulfill what was spoken by the prophet Isaiah? 
Why is this so significant?

• What was jOhn’s purpose (Consider John 1:19-28)? what was he doing in the wilderness? What was John’s baptism for? 
How was this baptism different from the baptism of “he who is coming after me” as John puts it?

• Read MAtthew 3:11-12. How does John compare himself to Jesus? This passage makes it clear that Jesus will baptize 
“with the Holy Spirit and Fire”. What is the difference between these two options? how does verse 12 clarify the 
meaning?

• On Sunday Pastor Chris told us about “The MAn” of John the BAptist. Discuss what stands out about John the Baptist 
and how He “prepared the way of the Lord”.

• Chris shared with us “the Message” of John the Baptist: “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” What does 
repentance mean? (Reminder from the sermon: “Repentance begins with confession, but it ends with change.”)

• Chris taught how We often cover up our need for repentance with religious observance, fandom, or spiritual heri-
tage. Discuss each and how one might fall into these false substitutes? why is repentance so important?

• Discussing Repentance is a great opportunity for self-reflection. Take a moment and pray (individually or as a 
group) for the Lord to reveal sin in your life and where you need to repent. Share with the group what you need to 
repent from or areas you have been covering up your need for repentance.

• As discussed above, repentance involves not just confession, but also change. What change needs to happen in your 
life given the area of sin or struggle you shared? What would repentance look like in this specific case?

• What do you plan to apply (or change) this week and how can we hold each other accountable?

Pray for humility. Humility that leads to repentance. Acknowlegde your need for the Holy Spirit to work in your life 
for change to occur. COnfess to the Lord your sins from this past week, month, or maybe years of sin struggles. Pray 
that God would give you the courage, strength, and power to change for His Glory and His name. 


