Sermon Addendum

In this past Sunday’s sermon, | gave two ways we can flee from sexual sin: playing defense and playing offense. There's a
third way, however, that we can flee from sexual sin, and it's perhaps the most foundational: developing a Biblical under-
standing of sex. Now, in a sense this is what we're seeking to do through this entire series, but | thought it would be help-
ful to lay out the basics of a Biblical understanding of sex in a succinct way. | encourage you to dive into other sermons
we have preached on this subject and to access other resources we're linking to at the end of this document, but this will
hopefully get you started in the right direction.

That said, here are three things the Bible tells us about sex:

1.

2.

3.
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God is pro-sex.

The Bible is clear that God created sex, and encourages—even commands—it within the covenant of marriage.
We're going to see this when we get to chapter 7 two Sunday’s from now. So, when it comes to sex, the Bible is much
less prudish than we Christians sometimes are. Case in point is the book of Song of Solomon, which is dedicated
entirely to the romantic and sexual love between a husband and wife. One pastor says that the original Hebrew of
Song of Solomon would make our hair curl. | want to emphasize this because we need to dispense with the idea that
sex is the problem. Sex is good; it's a good gift from our creator God. Yes, sinful people can and do abuse sex, but
the problem isn’t with sex, it's with people. It's what we do with it. When we engage in sex as God intended it, it's a
tremendous blessing that helps us to flourish as we we're created to.

God created sex to seal and signify marriage vows.

| touched on this in message two of our Brokenness & Beauty series, but because it's so important, | want to circle
back around to it. Sex is to be reserved for marriage because God created sex to seal or consummate marriage vows,
and to be an initial and continuing sign of the covenant those vows represent. Therefore, when we have sex outside
of marriage, we are using it in a way that it wasn't designed to be used, which means it will never lead to our flour-
ishing, but rather to our destruction.

Sexual sin is destructive. It's destructive not because, as Jonathon Grant puts it, it's forbidden candy that a cruel
father keeps under lock and key. It's destructive because it undermines the good that God has for us—the good that
can be experienced only in marriage.

Think about it this way. When we have sex with someone whom we have not made a covenant with, what we're
doing is separating our body and our soul. We're giving our body to someone without giving the rest of us to this
person. Therefore, when we sin sexually, we're pulling ourselves apart. We have to get this: God says no to sex out-
side of marriage because it leads to our disintegration. In fact, we can think of it this way: when we have sex inside
of marriage, we actually become more than what we are. We become one with someone both in body and soul. But
when we have sex outside of marriage, we actually become less than what we are because we're separating our
body and soul. Therefore, if we want to be whole, if we want to be healthy—sexually and otherwise, we must reserve
sex for the context for which it was created: marriage.

God has four purposes for sex.

God has four purposes for sex. To make these memorable, we'll call them pro-creation, pleasure, protection, and
praise.

PRO-CREATION

In Genesis 1:28 God tells Adam and Eve to be fruitful and multiply, and then in Genesis 2 we're told that God created
sex for them to be able to fulfill this command. So, one of God'’s purposes for sex is producing offspring, children.

PLEASURE

The second purpose for sex is pleasure. God gives us sex for our enjoyment. That's one of the reasons we can call it a
gift. To get a little biological here, did you realize that you have parts of your body that have only one purpose—your
pleasure and/or your spouse’s pleasure? | won’t go into any more detail, but listen, God made you with these parts
for your enjoyment. He made you this way because he's a God who loves to give his people pleasure. Don't believe
me? Here's Proverbs 5:18-19, where Solomon tells his son:



https://www.harmonybiblechurch.org/brokenness-and-beauty/2021/10/19/mjomxwzyl2fura3jngpjvwn2jpvnhs

“Let your fountain be blessed, and rejoice in the wife of your youth, a lovely deer, a graceful doe. Let her breasts fill
you at all times with delight; be intoxicated always in her love” —Proverbs 5:18-19 (ESV)

God created sex for our pleasure.
PROTECTION

The third purpose for sex is protection. This is one of Paul’s points in 1 Corinthians 7:1-9, which we'll study on Novem-
ber 7 (heads up, it's going to be a noteworthy sermon!). For now, then, I'll just point out that Paul tells married cou-
ples to regularly engage in sexual relations to protect themselves again the temptations Satan brings—temptations
to fall into sexual sin.

PRAISE

A fourth, final, and most significant purpose for sex is praise or worship. God created sex to give us a great way to
worship him. This might sound strange, so let me explain. Sex is ultimately meant to point us to God. How? Well,
when we experience the pleasure of sex, our hearts should be directed to him in thanksgiving for his good gift. We
should be thankful that he gives us something that brings us so much joy (both through children and through the
pleasure of sex). What's more, when we're faithful to our marriage vows and only engage in sex within marriage,
we're reflecting how he is faithful and always keeps his vows to us. You may have never thought of it this way, but
staying faithful in mind and body to your spouse is an act of worship. You are worshipping God through your faith-
fulness. Finally, the joy and pleasure we experience in sex is meant to be a foretaste of the joy and pleasure we will
experience in eternity, the joy and pleasure we'll first experience at the marriage supper of the Lamb—what John
describes in Revelation 19— and then will experience for all eternity in the new heavens and the new earth. There’s
so much more that could be said here, but this purpose—if we will seek to live it out—will transform our view of sex,
both inside and outside of marriage. If we make marriage primarily about worship instead of about consumption,
then—and only then—wiill we begin to truly flourish.

Now, let me say this, because | know some of us might struggle with these four purposes. We are broken people living in a
broken world, and that means some of us might struggle because we can’t have kids or can’t have as many as we want. Or
we might struggle because sex inside of marriage is anything but pleasurable. Or we might struggle because we've expe-
rienced sexual abuse and so associating sex and worship is hard if not seemingly impossible. If this is you, here’s what |
want to say: first, I'm sorry. | mean that from the bottom of my heart. | know there’s a lot of pain in our church; | wish that
wasn't the case and long for the day where it won't be. But second, God can redeem your broken situation. He can bring
beauty amid ashes. That doesn't mean he will fix your situation the way you might want him to, but it does mean that
he can take your broken situation and do something beautiful in and through it. And that’s ultimately because life isn't
about sex, it's about him. It's about us becoming people who love, cherish, and live for him above all else. | don't have all
the answers about how that plays out in your specific situation, but | do know that if you will look to him, trust him, and
obey him, then he will take your brokenness—whatever that is—and make something beautiful out of it.

Let me say a final word to parents. Parents, it's our job to help our children develop a Biblical understanding of sex. We
must do much more than tell them what to do or what not to do, instead we must teach them early and often the things
we have just talked about. Listen, parents, one of the greatest gifts you can give your children is to teach them what
the Bible has to say about sex. This is more important now than it ever has been, because today the world is teaching
them about sex at every turn. Your children are learning about sex pretty much every day. The question is, what are they
learning? If they're only learning from school, or friends, or social media, you can pretty much guarantee they aren't
developing a Biblical understanding—the true understanding—of sex. It's our job to give them this and to counteract
the false and harmful teaching they're inevitably getting everywhere else. | hope this Brokenness and Beauty series, and
the resources we're providing below, will help you to do so.

—Pastor Chris Carr
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Links

Additional Series
Flourish Series

Genesis Series

Additional Resources

Covenant Eyes
Axis

Conversations Together

Books
Divine Sex by Jonathon Grant
The Meaning of Marriage by Tim & Kathy Keller

Transgender by Vaughn Roberts
Sacred Creed by Rebecca McLaughlin
Ten Questions Every Teen Should Ask (and Answer) About Christianity by Rebecca McLaughlin

Confronting Christianity by Rebecca McLaughlin

The Rise and Triumph of the Modern Self by Carl Trueman
You Are What You Love by James K.A. Smith

The Hole in our Holiness by Kevin DeYoung
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https://www.harmonybiblechurch.org/flourish-homepage
http://harmonybiblechurch.org/genesisseries
https://www.covenanteyes.com/?ibp-adgroup=adwords&ibp-keyword=keyword&ibp-matchtype=matchtype&ibp-custom=adposition%20%20&ads_cmpid=407188357&ads_adid=27629536597&ads_matchtype=e&ads_network=g&ads_creative=393683082948&utm_term=covenant%20eyes&ads_targetid=kwd-264395215&utm_campaign&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&ttv=2&gclid=Cj0KCQjwt-6LBhDlARIsAIPRQcI3adw-ljBgYICzabi6S4meInRDtvdk-AT34ERfGQj-tVx3_RCKHykaAqFgEALw_wcB
http://axis.org
https://axis.org/conversations-together-technology/
https://www.amazon.com/Divine-Sex-Compelling-Relationships-Hypersexualized/dp/1587433699/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2183Q2IAIG2I4&dchild=1&keywords=divine+sex&qid=1635439783&qsid=133-9920888-9281927&sprefix=divine+sex%2Caps%2C126&sr=8-1&sres=1587433699%2C1553954009%2C0062513486%2CB00FKLAQGC%2CB08F6DJBQ3%2CB084HKM2WX%2C0345434862%2C0785241744%2C0758231113%2C0271089601%2C193103205X%2CB06XR1GJRT%2CB09CQHQ8D2%2C0578610744%2CB00NOC5FNS%2C0648490475
https://www.amazon.com/Meaning-Marriage-Facing-Complexities-Commitment-ebook/dp/B0054TVVPK/ref=sr_1_1?crid=33XCYJVH24STS&dchild=1&keywords=the+meaning+of+marriage+tim+keller&qid=1635439825&qsid=133-9920888-9281927&sprefix=the+meaning+of+ma%2Caps%2C101&sr=8-1&sres=1594631875%2C0525560777%2CB01IDOQ0VM%2CB01B987HPC%2CB07CB26TQW%2CB00WDH6NH2%2C1737737302%2C8953120500%2C1644549891%2C1433644967%2C1684511801%2C8953137179%2C0310362547%2C080109495X%2C0736975993%2C1433566133&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
https://www.amazon.com/Talking-Points-Transgender-Vaughan-Roberts/dp/1784981958/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2XVWFX2N8A849&dchild=1&keywords=transgender+vaughan+roberts&qid=1635439886&qsid=133-9920888-9281927&sprefix=transgender+vau%2Caps%2C121&sr=8-1&sres=1784981958%2CB075DK6B4S%2C0830853642%2C1909611328%2C1433572079%2C197880170X%2C1784984434%2C1626259461%2CB07HXLKHQ4%2C1787753433%2C1785928260&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
https://www.amazon.com/Secular-Creed-Engaging-Contemporary-Claims/dp/0999284304/ref=pd_bxgy_img_2/133-9920888-9281927?pd_rd_w=3YcpT&pf_rd_p=c64372fa-c41c-422e-990d-9e034f73989b&pf_rd_r=S888S7N52KZBTQ28T8F2&pd_rd_r=05b70803-4d62-404a-9652-a90b6db75acf&pd_rd_wg=ysrds&pd_rd_i=0999284304&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Questions-Every-Should-Answer-Christianity/dp/1433571668/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1OWMV2RD5I1TB&dchild=1&keywords=10+questions+every+teen+should+ask+about+christianity&qid=1635439952&qsid=133-9920888-9281927&sprefix=10+questions+every%2Caps%2C108&sr=8-1&sres=1433571668%2C1433564238%2CB08669BBQ3%2C1433572079%2C1546000240%2C1684511801%2C1433573997%2C0999284304%2C0736976159%2C1797201964%2C0785233466%2C158411178X%2C1641523379%2C0578660989%2C1414339631%2C0986366757&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
https://www.amazon.com/Confronting-Christianity-Questions-Largest-Religion/dp/1433564238/ref=pd_bxgy_img_1/133-9920888-9281927?pd_rd_w=Z7bcg&pf_rd_p=c64372fa-c41c-422e-990d-9e034f73989b&pf_rd_r=YM64NYN5DFZVZ6QSW2T2&pd_rd_r=68d76b38-745a-41ea-8c65-ad3fb2fafa3e&pd_rd_wg=fv080&pd_rd_i=1433564238&psc=1
https://www.amazon.com/Rise-Triumph-Modern-Self-Individualism-ebook/dp/B089DNYCDY/ref=sr_1_1?crid=2MH5CHBED3FP&dchild=1&keywords=the+rise+and+triumph+of+modern+self&qid=1635440196&qsid=133-9920888-9281927&s=books&sprefix=the+rise+and+tr%2Cstripbooks%2C106&sr=1-1&sres=1433556332%2C1596384050%2C1433579308%2C1433566133%2CB08NR9R2QH%2CB08X1LD41J%2C1641581840%2C0830846611%2C0736983546%2C1625861761%2C1635573610%2C0062276174%2C0785231854%2C1683594258%2C1433566532%2C1400216559&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
https://www.amazon.com/You-Are-What-Love-Spiritual-ebook/dp/B012H10K3G/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=you+are+what+you+love&qid=1635440242&qsid=133-9920888-9281927&s=books&sprefix=you+are+what+you+love%2Cstripbooks%2C91&sr=1-1&sres=158743380X%2C0802406394%2CB08F6CDR9G%2C0762447699%2C0525561536%2C098855688X%2C1945179481%2C1401307787%2C1647397294%2CB08X69SNF3%2C1546041761%2C0806541008%2C1400217342%2C0062887890%2C0394827198%2C099895800X&srpt=ABIS_BOOK
https://www.amazon.com/Hole-Our-Holiness-Paperback-Godliness/dp/1433541351/ref=sr_1_1?crid=V33F1VPTCOKU&dchild=1&keywords=the+hole+in+our+holiness&qid=1635440408&qsid=133-9920888-9281927&s=books&sprefix=the+hole+in+our+%2Cstripbooks%2C139&sr=1-1&sres=1433541351%2CB0093J8IFS%2CB00HTKFPJU%2CB01BOEFJ9M%2C1610454715%2C2890822214%2C1631466399%2CB003VXNF5A%2CB00WY7SIRE%2C0891098836%2C0310530490%2C0764217011%2C0801021073%2C0801075572%2C0310534194%2C0801093252&srpt=ABIS_BOOK

